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Opportunity to Learn in Washington
Results of a Statewide Survey
February, 2003

Purpose

This study was conducted to assess the degree to which students in Washington state have had
the opportunity to learn the content and skills required to earn the Certificate of Mastery as a
high school graduation requirement. The study was conducted by Educational Service District
101 under a contract with the State Board of Education, using funds allocated by the State
Legislature for that purpose. The survey results presented herein are intended to provide a
source of information about opportunity to learn and serve as a baseline for further studies.

Design

The study consisted of sixteen surveys designed to gather perspectives from a wide variety of
stakeholder groups in Washington. Prior to the development of the survey instruments, legal
issues related to opportunity to learn were researched, reports from other states were studied, and
educators and legislators were interviewed. Draft questions were reviewed with the State Board
of Education and its Certificate of Mastery Study Committee. Technical review and guidance
was provided by the State’s National Technical Advisory Committee and members of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction’s Staff. Initial survey forms were then tried out with focus
groups of students and staff members. Their input led to the pilot versions of the surveys, which
were administered in May 2002. Results of the pilot guided further refinement of the survey
questions. Final versions of the surveys were sent to a statewide sample in October of 2002.
The information contained in this report reflects conditions existing at that time.

The stakeholder groups included in the sample were:
5" Grade Students
8™ Grade Students
11™ Grade Students
Elementary Teachers and Principals
Middle School Teachers and Principals
High School Teachers and Principals
Assessment Coordinators
Counselors
Curriculum Directors
Special Education Directors
Superintendents
School Board Presidents
Parents



The surveys were designed to provide information about opportunity to learn issues on three

levels:

Legal Requirements: Expectations derived from previous court cases and opinions
(e.g., notifying students of the requirements in a timely manner).

Fairness Issues: Areas that might not be strictly necessary in a legal sense but
would be considered fair practice (e.g., periodically informing students where they
are in relation to the standards).

Best Practices: Activities that are generally accepted to produce optimal student
learning (e.g., individually diagnosing student needs).

Summary of Findings

Although this should not be taken as the definitive study on opportunity to learn a number of

patterns do emerge:

The consistency of data among different groups, subgroups, regions and district sizes
suggest that the issues under consideration are indeed statewide and systemic.

Those areas where people feel that they have some control are rated more positively
than areas where others are seen to be in control.

There clearly are a number of strengths:

Most teachers claim a working knowledge of the Essential Academic Learning
Requirements (EALRs).

Curriculum alignment has been largely achieved at the elementary level and is
moving forward at the secondary level.

Many teachers report employing state-of-the-art instructional practices.

Results of state tests are being used to guide planning and instructional practice.
Specific test preparation activities occur in most schools.

There is a high level of awareness about the WASLs in all-statewide groups.

Most teachers support education reform.

Test accommodations and alternative assessments are being used for most special
population students.

There is some extra help for students who need it.

School Board Presidents generally support education reform.



There are, of course, areas where many of the stakeholders see a need for improvement:

e Creation of a listening curriculum at all levels.

¢ The need for resources to complete curriculum alignment work.

e Development of models for improved communication with students about where they
are in relation to the standards and how what is taught aligns with the WASL.

e Providing written communication with parents about the standards, Certificate of
Mastery requirements and their children’s progress.

e Continuation of professional development opportunities for teachers and other staff.

e Providing funding for support services for students whose social/emotional/physical
problems are interfering with their opportunity to learn.

e Increasing the instructional time devoted to meeting the standards by providing
resources for remedial classes, summer school, etc.



READING AND INTERPRETING THE RESULTS

The interpretation of any survey should be approached with caution. Surveys are not
intended to provide absolute proof but rather can give a general idea of conditions and
attitudes. The respondents to these surveys are sharing their perceptions of opportunity to
learn in their schools.

There are several cautions to keep in mind when examining these results:

Not all the people in the sample responded. We cannot speculate on the attitudes
of those who did not respond; we simply do not know.

We do not know the frame of mind of the respondents at the time they took the
survey; we also do not know how thoughtful they were about their responses.
Although every attempt was made to make the survey questions as neutral as
possible, different wording might have yielded different results.

Every reader of the survey results brings his or her own set of assumptions about
opportunity to learn which can affect interpretation of the results.

On the other hand, there are several reasons for confidence in the validity of the survey
findings.

Over a year was spent in the development process to insure that the right
questions were asked.

Thousands of students and adults took the time to share their thoughts.

The districts that did participate appear to be representative of the state as a
whole.

The very minimal differences found among the subgroups suggest that most of the
issues are statewide and systemic rather than unique to a particular circumstance
or location.

There is considerable internal consistency; the different survey groups tend to
agree with each other about the extent to which a particular condition is present.

Notes about reading this report:

The following may assist you in your reading of this report:

The results reflect conditions at a specific time (October/November 2002) and are
subject to change. Since this is a baseline survey it is reasonable to expect growth
in many areas — assuming of course continued attention and the availability of
appropriate resources.

The survey items in the report are not in the same order they were on the surveys
themselves; they have been grouped into general components to aid in
interpretation.

o Not all components appear on all surveys and some surveys may have only one

question in a component.



o The category of “mostly and completely” may be useful in analyzing each item.
It represents the total percentage choosing either of those responses after the
“don’t knows” have been removed. (Since removing the “don’t knows” changes
the base on which the percentages are calculated, the “mostly and completely”
column will not usually yield the same number that simply adding the two
columns together would provide.)

o The mean score also excludes “don’t knows” and is calculated from this scale:

1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0

| |

Not at all/very little Partially Mostly Completely

Many people tend to avoid the extreme points on a scale (in this case 1.0 and 4.0); when a
large percent of the respondents’ choose one of those extremes it may be worth noting.

e Totals may not equal 100 due to rounding.



SBE OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN SURVEY, STATE-WIDE SAMPLE; DISTRICT
PARTICIPATION, BY ENROLLMENT
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A representative sample of students was drawn using the same methodology as that
used for the WASL pilot studies. The sample is representative of the state as a
whole and is balanced for district size and geography. Non-white students were
oversampled to allow for analysis by subgroup.

Samples for other surveyed groups were derived from the student sample. Thus
students, parents and teachers were all reporting on conditions in the same schools.
Other surveys were sent to everyone in a category in the state (e.g.,
superintendents).

Overall 74% of the districts selected agreed to participate. Districts of different sizes
were well represented with the possible exception of districts of 5,000-9,999
students, which were slightly underrepresented.




OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN SURVEYS, PERCENT OF SAMPLE RETURNED, BY

GROUP
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
GRADE 5 STUDENTS 82
GRADE 8 STUDENTS 75
GRADE 11 STUDENTS

ELEMENTARY TEACHERS

MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHERS
HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS
ELEMENTARY PRINCIPALS
MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

ASSESSMENT COORDINATORS

COUNSELORS

CURRICULUM DIRECTORS

SPECIAL EDUCATION DIRECTORS

SUPERINTENDENTS

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENTS

PARENTS

The above chart represents the percent of surveys returned from each group. The
percentages for students, teachers and parents are estimates since the number of
people in each category in each district was not precisely known. In the case of

assessment coordinators, curriculum directors, special education directors,
superintendents and school board presidents all 296 individuals in each group were

surveyed.

The remarkably high return from parents (over 1,000) should be noted.




OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN SURVEY, DEGREE OF SAMPLE ACCURACY

GRADE 5 STUDENTS 2

GRADE 8 STUDENTS 3

GRADE 11 STUDENTS

ELEMENTARY TEACHERS

MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHERS

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS |

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPALS

MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

ASSESSMENT COORDINATORS

COUNSELORS

CURRICULUM DIRECTORS

SPECIAL EDUCATION DIRECTORS

SUPERINTENDENTS

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENTS

PARENTS

Regardless of the percent returned from the sample sent out (previous page), sample
accuracy is a function of the number of surveys completed compared to the total
population of that group in the state. The chart above shows the percent chance (plus or
minus) that the sample used might differ significantly from the total population in the state
had everyone taken a survey. Lower numbers indicate more reliable results. Five
percent is the generally accepted standard for research.

Thus the results from students and parents, for example, can be interpreted with more
confidence than the results from middle school principals or counselors.




FIFTH GRADE STUDENTS-SUMMARY OF RESPONSES
AS A PERCENT
N = 3583

Ethnic Breakdown: White (Not of Hispanic Origin) = 1813
Non-White: 854

ASSESSMENT PRACTICE:
1. Have your teachers taught you how to be a good test taker?
A) Yes =76 B) No=10 O) Don’t remember/Don’t know = 15
2. How much practice did you have for the types of questions you found on the WASL?
A) Lots of practice — I was very familiar with the types of questions = 52
B) Some practice — I had seen those types of questions before = 42
)] No practice — those types of questions were new to me = 5
NOTIFICATION:
3. Do you remember taking the WASL test in fourth grade last year?

A) Yes=96 B) No=4

4. Did you know that all students now in the fifth grade will have to pass the Grade 10 WASL in
order to graduate from high school?
A) Yes=57 B) No=43

STUDENT SUPPORT:

5. Did your teacher help you get ready to take the WASL?
A) Yes =87 B) No=5 O) Not Sure = 8

6. Has your teacher given you any extra help outside of class to learn the knowledge and skills that
are on the WASL?

A) None = 59 B) Some = 34 (0)) Alot=8

7. Have you taken any special classes to help you learn what’s on the WASL? (after school or
summer school, etc.).
A) Yes =13 B) No =82 O Don’t remember/Don’t know = 5
MOTIVATION:
8. Did you try to do your best work when you took the WASL?
A) Yes =91 B) Sometimes =7 C) No=2
9. Did you get frustrated or upset when you were taking the WASL?

A) Yes =38 B) No =52 O Don’t remember/Don’t know = 11



COMPARISON OF "YES" RESPONSES FOR WHITE AND NON-WHITE 5TH GRADE
STUDENTS
0 50 100
|
‘ KNOWABOUTPASSING | ' 57
GR. 10 WASL? 56
|87
PREP TO TAKE WASL? 86
EXTRAHELPOUTSIDE | ] 39
CLASS? 45
SPECIAL CLASSES?
77
TEST TAKING SKILLS? 73
PRACTICEONWASL- | e ' |94
TYPE QUESTIONS? 93
BEST WORK ON WASL?
37
UPSET TAKING WASL? .
[0 WHITE STUDENTS m NON-WHITE STUDENTS |

Most of the items on the fifth grade student survey revealed no meaningful differences
among racial/ethnic groups.
Non-white students reported more extra help; white students were slightly more likely to
report that they’d had test preparation work. Almost all of the students reported doing their
best work on the WASL.
Items with differences among sub-groups are shown on the following page.
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GRADE 5 STUDENTS, ITEMS WITH DIFFERENCES AMONG ETHNIC GROUPS, PERCENT
RESPONDING "YES"

0 20 40 60
EXTRA HELP
OUTSIDE CLASS?
B BLACK
m ASIAN
SPECIAL CLASSES? o INDIAN
19 O HISPANIC
u WHITE
B
UPSET TAKING 44
WASL?

On the items illustrated above, non-white students were more likely to report receiving
extra help outside of the class and special class help.

A fairly high percentage of the fifth graders reported being upset or frustrated when taking
the WASL. Asian students were the least likely to have been upset, Indian students, the
most likely.

Note: The results on this and the previous page do not include 26% of respondents who didn’t complete the
coding.
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ELEMENTARY TEACHERS, HIGHEST AND LOWEST RATED ITEMS

1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4

READING CURR.-
PERFORMANCE 3.5
STANDARDS

EALRs TARGETED IN
READING INSTRUCTION 34

IND. READING NEEDS 3
DIAGNOSED I

EN

EN

EALRs TARGETED IN 3
MATH INSTRUCTION I

MATH CURR.-
PERFORMANCE 3.4
STANDARDS

ADEQUATE SUPPORT |
SERVICES-STUDENT 2.2
PROBLEMS

IND. LISTENING NEEDS

DIAGNOSED )23

PROGRESS REPORTED 23
BY STATE BENCHMARKS '

RESOURCES FOR 2.3
CURRICULUM MATERIALS ’

Elementary teachers report extremely high levels of curriculum alignment with the
exception of listening. Alignment work is much more complete at the elementary level
than at middle and high school. The biggest need reported by elementary teachers is for
support services for students whose personal problems interfere with their opportunity to
learn. As at other levels, student progress is generally not reported in terms of state

benchmarks.
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ELEMENTARY PRINCIPALS, HIGHEST AND LOWEST RATED ITEMS

1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5
READING CURR.-
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 3.5
EALRs TARGETED IN
READING INSTRUCTION 34
IND. READING NEEDS
DIAGNOSED | 314
K-3 EARLY LITERACY ala
PROGRAM |
EALRs TARGETED IN MATH
INSTRUCTION 3.4

MATH CURR. PERFORMANCE
STANDARDS Ky

IND. LISTENING NEEDS
DIAGNOSED

LISTENING CURR. 2.2
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS ’

TIME FOR

PLANNING/COLLABORATION 2.3

RESOURCES FOR CURR. 2l4
MATERIALS

Elementary principals agreed with elementary teachers that the curricula are closely
aligned with the EALRS, listening excepted. There is also evidence of considerable
attention to the individual needs of students.

From the principals’ standpoint, the greatest needs are in the areas of time for planning
and collaboration and resources for curriculum and student support programs.
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EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS, ITEMS WITH DIFFERENCES BETWEEN WHITE AND NON-WHITE
STUDENTS, PERCENT RESPONDING YES

VERY FAMILIAR, LOTS OF WASL BEST WORK ON EXTRA HELP
WASL CONTENT PRACTICE WASL OUTSIDE CLASS

Il ALL NON-WHITE STUDENTS o WHITE STUDENTS |

w

Most of the items on the eighth grade survey showed no differences between white and
non-white students. On those that did (above) white students seemed to be more familiar
with the WASL. Non-white students reported more extra help outside of class.

An examination of individual groups on the same questions (below) shows Asian and
white students knowing most about the WASL. Black students were most likely to receive

extra help.

EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS, ITEMS WITH DIFFERENCES AMONG ETHNIC GROUPS, PERCENT RESPONDING YES

VERY FAMILIAR, WASL CONTENT

B BLACK

B ASIAN

O INDIAN

O HISPANIC
B WHITE

LOTS OF WASL PRACTICE

BEST WORK ON WASL

EXTRA HELP OUTSIDE CLASS
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PERCENT OF 8TH GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS RESPONDING POSITIVELY ON
ITEMS WITH DIFFERENCES

AWARE OF NEEDTO
PASS WASL

KNOW WHEN TAKES
EFFECT

TRANINGON TEST-
TAKINGSKILLS

BESTWORKON WASL

OBOYS
N GIRLS

On almost all items, responses for 8" grade boys and girls were nearly identical. On those with
differences (above) girls were more likely to be knowledgeable about the WASL and to do their
best work on it. Similarly, there were very few differences based on district size and when there

were differences (below) no clear pattern emerged.

EIGHTHGRADESTUDENTS, TEMS WITH DFFERENCES AS AFUNCTON OF DSTRICTSEZE,

PERCENT RESPONDNG YES

VERY FAMILIAR, WASL TOLDABOUT PROGRESS TRAINNG ON TEST-TAKING
CONTENT TO STANDRDS SKILLS
0 SMALL(1-1999) = MEDIUV (2000-9999) - LARGE (10,000+) |
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MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHERS, HIGHEST AND LOWEST RATED ITEMS

CURR., INST., ASSESSMENT COORDINATED

EALRs TARGETED IN LISTENING INSTRUCTION

CLASSROOM ASSESSMENTS ALIGNED EALRs 3.1

FEEDBACK FROM CLASSROOM ASSESSMENTS 3

EVALUATE WORK BY STANDARDS M 1.9
TEACHERS GET PROF. FEEDBACK ON INST. ; 2

RESOURCES FOR CURRICULUM MATERIALS | 2.2

PROGRESS REPORTED BY STATE BENCHMARKS 2.2

RESOURCES FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVEL. 2.2

ADEQUATE SUPPORT SERVICES--STUDENT | J 2.2
PROBLEMS

Middle school teachers rated themselves fairly positively on their assessment
practices. Somewhat surprisingly, the listening EALRs are targeted more than any
other area. Much of this targeting came from teachers who teach in other than the
“core” disciplines. There were a number of concerns for mid-level teachers, mostly
echoing those mentioned by other groups.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHERS, MEAN RATINGS ON SELECTED ITEMS BY
SUBJECT TAUGHT

WORKING 2.8
KNOWLEDGE,
ALL EALRs f 2lo

EALRs
TARGETED IN
READING
INSTRUCTION

EALRs
TARGETED IN

MATH
INSTRUCTION

O LANGUAGE ARTS
B MATH

O SCIENCE

m SPECIAL ED

EALRs

TARGETED IN
WRITING
INSTRUCTION

EALRs
TARGETED IN
LISTENING
INSTRUCTION

3.7

TEACHER
EVALUATES

WORK BY
STANDARDS

Middle school teachers tend to stay within their disciplines. Language arts teachers are
giving the most attention to reading, writing and listening and math teachers are largely
focused on math. Surprisingly, science teachers claim to target reading and writing
more than math.

Most teachers do not evaluate student work in terms of the standards.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPALS, HIGHEST AND LOWEST RATED ITEMS

1 1.5 2 25 3 3.5 4
EALRsTARGETED IN MATH INSTRUCTION 34
EALRs TARGETED IN WRITING INSTRUCTION 34

TEST ACCOMMODATIONS IN IEP/504 PLANS

EALRs TARGETED IN READING INSTRUCTION

MATH CURRICULUM PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

TEST DATA USED FOR INST. PLANNING

STUDENTS AWARE OF COM REQUIREMENTS

IND. LISTENING NEEDS DIAGNOSED

PROGRESS REPORTED BY STATE BENCHMARKS

TEACHERS EVALUATE WORKBY STANDARDS

STANDARDS

LISTENING CURRICULUM PERFORMANCE J 22

Middle school principals report a high level of curriculum alignment in math, writing and
reading and do not agree with the teachers about the targeting of the listening EALRs.

As did other groups, these principals saw weaknesses in the reporting of student
progress towards the standards.
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H T ! I WASL

PARTIALLY
FAMILIAR
66%

NOTATALL
FAMILIAR VERY FAMILIAR
6% 28%

Almost all students reported being at least partially familiar with the content on the
WASL. Sixty-two percent of them have had at least some information about their
progress towards the standards.

HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS, EXTENT TO WHICH THEY WERE TOLD ABOUT PROGRESS TOWARDS
MEETING STANDARDS

YES, AFTER WASL IN
GR 10
31%
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HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS, EXTENT TO WHICH THEY FELT THAT CLASSES PREPARED THEM FOR THE
WASL

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

|
s resows [TV =700

M=l ZZ-7%/7/} .= :\")| §vwrvimenorarac

WASL WRITING

ws.wer [TV // | ey
wecwsres [TV 700 = "=

The majority of high school juniors reported that their classes did not provide much
preparation for the WASL. It is uncertain, however, whether they would know how what
they were taught was connected to the WASL.

Most items showed no differences between white and non-white students. White students
knew more about the WASL; non-white students show a higher percentage agreeing that
the skills measured by the WASL are important to their futures.

HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS, ITEMS WITH DIFFERENCES BETWEEN WHITE AND NON-WHITE
STUDENTS, PERCENT RESPONDING YES

YES, TOOK WASL
LASTSPRING [

KNOW PASSING
WASL WiLL BE I v——— o ALL NON-WHITE STUDENTS

REQUIRED ' - u WHITE STUDENTS

WASL IMPORTANT .
TO FUTURE e g e

2 0 440 5 60 70 8& 99 10
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HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS, HIGHEST AND LOWEST RATED ITEMS

CURRANST/ASSESSMENT
COORDINATED

FEEDBACK FROM
CLASSROOM
ASSESSMENTS

INST. NCLUDES
RETEACHING/REMEDIATION

CLASSROOM
ASSESSMENTS ALIGNED
EALRs

CLASSROOM ASSESSMENT
DATA-INST. PLANNING

TEACHER EVALUATES
WORKBY STANDARDS

PROGRESS REPORTED BY
STATE BENCHMARKS

TEACHERS GET PROF.
FEEDBACKON NST.

MATH EALRs TARGETED IN
INSTRUCTION
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3.3

3.1

High school teachers rated most of their classroom practices, especially

assessment, quite positively. They gave themselves extremely low ratings,
however, in reporting to students in terms of state standards or benchmarks. The
low rating in “math EALRSs targeted in instruction” may be misleading as this chart
reflects all high school teachers. All or most teachers may teach to the reading,
writing and listening EALRs, but the math EALRs are often seen as the exclusive

province of the math teachers.
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HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS,ALIGNMENT BY SUBJEQI TAUGHT, PERCENT
RESPONDONG MOSTLY ORCOMPLETELY

WORKING
KNOWLEDGE OF
WASL EALRs
INST. TARGETS
READING EALRs ® ART/MUSIC
| FOREIGN LANGUAGE
O HEALTH/FITNESS
INST. TARGETS O LANGUAGE ARTS
MATH EALRs “ MATH
® OTHER
% SCIENCE
B SOCIAL STUDIES
INST. TARGETS m VOC ED.
WRITING EALRs
INST. TARGETS
LISTENING EALRs
ASURSNISSINN,

Many “non WASL” subject area teachers claim a working knowledge of the EALRSs.

Over 90% of the language arts teachers target the reading and writing EALRs; nearly
100% of the math teachers target the math EALRs.

The listening EALRs seem to get a fair amount of attention from all subject area
teachers and listening is the most targeted area for teachers of Art/Music, Foreign
Language, Health/Fitness and Vocational Education.

52




#
L

&

o
Ug)

€Cc | o 8 I 9¢ (44 €l :seary 1yI0 (Z1

$C 0s [4 6 8% 6¢ 01 $90U9I0G [8100S (11

LT 9 € 11 Y (43 ¢ Qouatos (01

6'C €L I (44 IS ¥C € meN (6

I'e €8 I 14 6S 91 [ ysiSug /suy oSenSuey (g
LA

..%v

guisooy)) JuIdJ

(SYTVA 92U Yim ST winnowmd SuruSie Jo suus) ut SUIMO[[oj 3y JO [Jea SI Suofe Jej Moy J00Ys InoA ur saurdrosip Jofew oY) Suuepisuo)  (Z1-8

‘pPIAOWIRI  SMOUY 3, Uop,,
9Y} Y)Im UOTIB[NO[BIAI B

SI Inq J9Y3950) SUWN[OD OM]
asoy) Surppe Jo Insa1 3y}
j0U ST UWN[OD  A[93o[dwod
pue Apisouwr ,, 3y, "

‘SYTVH oW YIIM JUdWUSI[e JOJ ATeSSa09oU Ss[eLdjew
VT 6¢ 1 €1 LT 9% L1 wnnoLmd 9y) do[aAap 1o aseyoind 0] S[qe[leA. 1€ $30IN0SAY  (/f
1dope 03 swrei3o1d 10/pue WN[NOLLIND JNOJe
8¢ 0L I 0c 6V €T L SUOISIJSP POOT dYEUI 0} PISU IM UOUBULIOJUL/RIEP S} SeY JOLISIp IO (9
1310 Yord YIm
LT 99 1 9 09 0¢ % P21BUIPIOO) 3T S[BLISJBWI JUSWISSISSE PUR UONINISUL ‘WN[noIn)) (g
ST | 8§ € 14! & | €2 | 61 “TOTIONIST Ul pojosire) are sY TvH SWUAIST oy, (1
e | L8 I ve | ¢S | 01 € "TOTIMISUT ul pajosire) ore sYTvH SUNTM oYL, (g
0¢ 08 0 1 {4 9¢ 91 L4 "TOTSNISUI Ul pajogie) are sY Tvd Wew oy, (g
L'c 89 0 4! 9¢ 9T 9 "TOTIINIST Ul pajodire) are sYTvH SUIPLAI 3yl (1
INHANIITV NNTNITHAND

3uIso0y)) JUNIJ

991=N

sosuodsay Jo Arewrumg-spediouriy [ooyds Y3H




<t
w

"paAOUIaI , Smouy 1,UOp,, 9z 09

3Y) YIIM UOTR[NO[EdAI B

01

0s

£e

“SJUQUISSISSE WOOISSB[D
W1y }orqpasy 9AndLOsap pue 9A1109(qO Te[nSaI 9ATI2I SHUSPMS (G

8C | 89

SI 10q J9Y)350) SUWIN[OD OM]

91

[43

9T

-uruuerd [eUONONISUT JOJ PISN JIE SYNSAI 1S3) JOLISIP Pue 3eIS (H

9soy) Surppe Jo 3[nsaI 3y} 9¢ LS

€S

LE

"SYTVH 29U YIm pauSife aIe SJUSUWISSISSe WooIsse]) (€7

j0U ST UWN[0d , A[39]dwod

HOLLOVId LNHINSSHSSY|

pue Apsour,, 3y,

9C | 8¢

199

6¢

"SYTVH 9y} pueisiopun syuspms Juidjay ur
9ATIO9JJ0 ISOU AIe Jey) sa1Sagens [euononnsul 3y Lojduws s1eyoes], (7

8C | SL

4!

€9

1C

"HONRIPSWSI IO SUIyoea3al Sapnyoul uononnsuy (g

Sl

8y

L4

4!

"SYTVH 9y} 19ISew 0} SUSPMS
1SOW 10§ JUSIoLyNS ST SUTTSIST] 0} PIJOAIP WY [euononnsut 4], (07

(4 Ve

6C

£

129

"SUOT)UAIIUI [RUOT)ONIISUL
QUIULISISP 0} pasouselp are sposu SUTESIST SIudpnIs [enpiatpu] (61

8¢ 69

61

6V

S¢

“SYTVH Y} I9ISew 03 S)uapmnys
JSOUI J0J JUSIOLNS SI SUNTIA 0} PIJOASP WM [euondNNsul Y], (81

L'c 8¢

Sl

(44

9¢

*SUOTIUSAI)UI [RUOTIONIISUT
QUIULISIIP 0) pasouSelp are spasu SUNTA SIUSPMIS [enplAIpu] (L]

9cC | 8§

6v

(43

"SYTVH 2y} 19)Sew 0] SUSpmIs
1SOUI JOJ JUSIOLJUS SI SIUCWSYIEW O} PIJOAIP WM [RUONINISUI YL, (9]

§gT | 6v

el

39

8¢

4!

“SUOT)USAIS)UT [RUONIONIISUT
QUIUINOP 0) pasouSerp are spau YIEW  SJUIPMS [enpiAlpuy (S|

4 s

ve

el

“SYTVH Y} I9)Sew 0} Sjuapnis
Jsoul 10 JuSIONynS ST SUTPEAI 0] PIJOASP dull) [euononnsul YL, ({1

14 9%

LT

8¢

LT

"SUOTJUSAIO)UI [RUOTIONIISUT
QUIULIS}SP 0} pasousSelp are spasu SUTPEI  S)uspmis [enprapyy (g1

HIILIVId TVNOLLONULSNI

3ursooy)) JuNIdJ

&



55

"PIAOUIAI  SMOUY
1,UOP,, 34} YIIM UOTIB[NO[EdA €7 (44

11

£

LE | ¥4

‘(noddns [ooyos-ur Suro3uo Surpn[our) SISYIRI) 0) JUSWAO[IAID
Teuoissojoid ayenbape apraoid 0) S[qe[reA. d1e $30IN0SY (9¢

® S1Inq 1943950} SUWN[0D
om) asoy) Surppe Jo jnsa1 oy} 9C 9¢

8y

9¢ L

*S91391eN)S [EUONONISUT MAU Juswddunt
Koy uaym Yorqpaej [euotssajoid 398 jooyds Ino ur s19Yoes ], (S¢

j0U ST UWN[OD  A[a19[dwIod (4 S

91

9¢

9C (44

‘Suruuerd pue uoneIoqe[[0d ‘Fururer) [0OYIs-Ul 10§ S[qe[IeAR ST W], (H¢

pue Apisour,, 9y J, «

67C 1L

61

(43

S¢ 14

SYTVH 2U) Yora) A[9A11991J9 03 Padu A3y}
S[ITS 2y} TIe3[ 03 AJumIoddo 9y} pey ALY [00YJS INO Ul SI9YILI, (£

SSANIAVHY ¥4HO VAL

L'c 09

14

123

LT 8!

“QUIT} I9AO SPIEpUR]S
Jje1s spremo} ssarSoid juspmys Sunjoen Jo wa)sAs € sey 1owsIp Y[, (z¢

L'¢ L9

4!

125

6C v

“ewo[dIp [00ys Y1y & pue AI9)SBIA JO 91eOYII)) B UIed 01 TSYM
[ooyos ySiy oy ssed 03 paou oY) JO SIeME IR [O0YDS INO Ul STuaIed (¢

9C

14

(44 S

‘ewro[dip [00yds Y31 & pue AIS)SEIA JO 91edlIId) B UIRd 0] JSYM
[ooyds ySry ay3 ssed 03 posu 3y} JO SIBME SIe [00YIS INO Ul STUSpMS (O]

81 91

14!

Ly 139

"SpIEpue)s J)e)s JO SuLId) ur syuared
pue sjuspmis 03 ponrodal SI JI0m JUSPMS JO UOHEN[BAD SIYIBI], (6

61 1C

14!

“SYIPWYOUSq [9A3] 9pe1s ur papodar st ssarSoid juspmg (87

NOILILVOIJLLON|

Lec | 09

6

IS

39 v

‘S9139)en)s pue
S[IDis Suryes 3s9) ur Sururen syuspnis 9pIA0Id [00YIS IO Ul SI9YIRI], (L7

‘Suruued [euonjonnsul
10J BJep JUSUWISSISSL WIOOISSB[O IS [00YIS INO Ul SIYIea], (97

LT No%ﬁ 11 1¢
%.a

3uIso0y)) JUIJ




56

16 =0ON 6V =S°X

-syuopms uonendod [eoeds oA woy souennioysd Sziwurxew o) SUMUTED JUSIOYINS Pey SABY SIIGUISW JJelS UOHednps eroads (¢p

86 =ON Ty =S3X

“SJUSPTYS UONEINPI [B10ads INOA WOy dueuLIoNad SZIWIXeW 0} JQR[IRAE SIE JJels PAYISSE[d PUE SISYILS) JO IOqUINU JUSYINS (T

Tond |
"PAOWIAI  SMOUY [CTPIATPUT 119y} 0 SJUSPMIS uoneonps [eroads Surduiq jo yse) ay) 03
1,U0p,, 9} {iim uone[nofessl LT 99 € ST 0S 4 8 9renbope a1e pasn Jureq se139)enS [BUONONNSUL PUB WNNOLLND Y], (111
€ s1Jnq 19(3230) sUWN|0d “SpIepue]s 9yj 03 SJUIPMIS uonednpa [eroads urduiiq jo yse) ay) 03
0} 950} SUIppe JO J[nsal Yaré €€ 9 9 97 ot €T ajenbope are pasn Suraq sor3srens [RUONONISUL PUB WN[NILLIND 3y, (O
ay) jou st uwnjod , A[a39[dwod VA
pue Apsour,, 4L « 9T | 6S 8 ST | 68 | ¥T | #1 o yiim pausSife st $)uIpMIS UOKEINp [eroads 10y WN[NOLLING Y, (6¢]
sueld $0G pue SqHI
UI PopNIOUl USq ALY WAY) SUIPISU SJUSPNIS [[B JOJ SJUSUWSSISSE
e | SL L 6€ e | 91 8 SeULIS)[B/SUOLEPOWIOdIE TSV A eLidoidde 10y suoisirold (8¢
SNOILVINdOd TVIOUdS
8T YL 1 6 [§) 12 % “unIojalI uonedonpa poddns sxoysesy mQ (Lg

ﬁt\\% & %»Vu\

3ursooy)) JuNIJ




57

8¢ =1 uo Sunjpomy O ¥=ON (d 89 = S3K (V

90e[d ur uerd JuswoAoxdurl [OOYDS B 9ABY [0OYDS INOA SO(] (€:37
<LA0ddNS TVIIANTD/SHOANOSHA

ov

{PaAI3S A[1enbape 3uraq st 98ejuasrad
JeyMm ‘spIepueis ay3 19w 0} djoy enxd Furpaau spuapmIs 3soyl JO (L

{,SPIepUE}s 9y} J99W O} SUIT} SSB[O JO IPISINO
djoy B11X3 pasu p[nom sjuspnis s,[00Yds InoK Jo aFejuadrad 1eym (94

3uIsooy)) JUIJ

‘POAOWIAT  SMOUY
1,U0p,, 3y} YIM UOTR[NO[BIAI
® SI Inq 19Y1230) SUWn[od

om) asoy) Surppe Jo jnsal

9y} J0U ST Uwn[od  A[3391dwos
pue Apisow,, YL «

‘ured| 03 Ajunpoddo 119y} yim a1ojI19jur
1o} swo[qoid [eo1sAyd/[euonows/[e1o0s SjuSpnIs I0J SAJIAISS

12C vE 0 9 6C 149 1€ uoddns Jo [9A9] ayenbope ue opiaoid 03 [qe[IEAR TB SIOINOSY (SiA
"SPIEpue)s 9y} 199Ul O] SJUIPNIS ISOW MO[[E 0} JUIIJLHINS
€z o I 11 G¢ 7€ < are wrexgoxd uoneonps rengar oY) I0J SIOINOSAI [qe[IRAR AJUSLIN)) (41

LIO0ddNS INFHANLS

3ursooy)) JUDIJ



HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS, HGHEST AND LOWEST RATED ITEMS

3.5

1 1.5 2 2.5 3
[l 1 1 L l
AITING INSTRUGTION *
WRITING INSTRUCTION 3.2
TEST ACCOMMODATIONS
IN IEP/504 PLANS 3.1
EALRs TARGETED IN
MATH INSTRUCTION 3
TEACHERS HAVE HAD 26

OTL SKILLS NEEDED
COM REQUIREMENTS 2.9

TEACHERS EVALUATE
WORK BY STANDARDS

PROGRESS REPORTED
BY STATE STANDARDS

IND. LISTENING NEEDS 2
DIAGNOSED
RESOURCES ADEQUATE, 2.1
STUDENT PROBLEMS .

High school principals gave their highest ratings to curriculum alignment in writing and

math. They indicated that most students were aware of Certificate of Mastery

requirements.

The principals’ lowest ratings were given in the area of communicating to students about
their work in terms of state standards. As with other groups at other levels, high school

principals were concerned that resources were not adequate to help students with personal

problems interfering with their opportunity to learn.
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ASSESSMENT COORDINATORS, HIGHEST AND LOWEST RATED ITEMS

1 1.5 2 2.|5 3 3.5 4
TEST ACCOMMODATIONS IN IEP/504 PLANS 3.4
MATH CURR. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 3
IND. READING NEEDS DIAGNOSED | 2.9

READING CURR. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

TEST DATA USED FOR INST. PLANNING

GOOD DATA FOR DECISION MAKING

IND. LISTENING NEEDS DIAGNOSED

LISTENING CURR. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

PROGRESS REPORTED BY STATE BENCHMARKS

TEACHERS EVALUATE WORK BY STANDARDS | 2.1

Fifty-five percent (164) of the state’s assessment coordinators responded to the survey.
Most reported fairly high levels of curriculum alignment, except in listening. They judged
classroom assessment practices to be in need of improvement, especially in the areas of
communicating with students about their learning of the standards. Eighty-nine percent
indicated that IEP/504 WASL accommodations were mostly or completely in place. Many
reported that test data was being effectively used for instructional planning.
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COUNSELORS, HIGHEST AND LOWEST RATED ITEMS

TEST ACCOMMODATIONS
IN IEP/504 PLANS 3.1

3.5 4

-
-
3]
N
N
(3]
w

FEEDBACK FROM
ASSESSMENTS
GOOD DATA FOR 2l9
DECISION MAKING l

TEACHERS EVALUATE )
BY STATE STANDARDS -2

RESOURCES ADEQUATE,
STUDENT PROBLEMS

PROGRESS REPORTED 2.3
BY STATE BENCHMARKS ’

RESOURCES ADEQUATE,
STUDENTS TO
STANDARDS

The return rate for counselors was the lowest of any staff group at 38% of the sample. It
is possible that many didn’t feel they knew enough about the issues to accurately respond.
Of those who did respond, as many as 17% answered “don’t know” on an item.

Counselors were positive about testing accommodation plans and the use of data. They
had concerns about reporting procedures and having the resources to help all students
reach the standards.
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GRADE LEVEL COMPARISON OF INSTRUCTIONAL ITEMS, PERCENT MOSTLY OR
COMPLETELY--CURRIQJLUM DIRECTORS

o
-
o

20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

CURRICULUM _J 8+

ALIGNED WITH 69
EALRS

_169

IND. STUDENT
NEEDS DIAGNOSED

W MIDDLE SCHOOL

ASSESSED AGAINST

5
29 7
SUFFICIENT Lg
INSTRUCTIONAL |
TIME 42 |0 ELEMENTARY

59 HIGH SCHOOL

PERFORMANCE 34
STANDARDS

26
CURR/INST/ASSESS 54
ALIGNED q
43

72

m
TEST RESULTS USED 62 —'
TO PLAN

District Curriculum Directors are in the unique position of being able to make
comparisons between grade levels in a number of key areas. The chart above
illustrates their perception that state elementary schools have made more
progress in providing opportunities to learn than middle or high schools.
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CURRRICULUM DIRECTORS--ITEMS WITH DIFFERENCES AS A FUNCTION OF DISTRICT

SIZE
1 15 2 25 3 35 4
! i i i !
INDIVIDUAL NEEDS — 3
DIAGNOSED (ELEM) il
INDNVIDUAL NEEDS z_l 27
DIAGNOSED (MS) o]
INDVIDUAL NEEDS 24
DIAGNOSED (HS)
| | 28 O SMALL
TEACHER OTL 28 = MEDIUM
| | | —131 OLARGE
TIME FOR 2
PLANNING/COLLABORATION 2o
28
DATA FOR DECISIONS 28
—33
RESOURCES FOR gg
PROFESSIONAL DEVEL. 2.7
J | |

For most of the items on the Curriculum Directors’ survey, there was little difference in
their responses as a function of district size. Where there was a difference it is shown
above. It appears that smaller districts may pay more attention to individual student
needs (at all levels) while the largest may pay more attention to professional
development.
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, SPECIAL EDUCATION DIRECTORS, MEAN RATINGS ON ITEMS :

1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4

TEST ACCOMMODATIONS
IN IEPs

STUDENTS TO IND.

POTENTIAL 3.2

ACCOMMODATIONS DAY-
TO-DAY

ASSESSMENT USED TO
DIAGNOSE

CURR. ALIGNED WITH
EALRs

TEST ACCOMMODATIONS
IN 504s

ADEQUATE PROF.
DEVELOPMENT

RESOURCES FOR CURR.
MATERIALS

STUDENTS TO 2.2
STANDARDS ’
ADEQUATE SUPPORT 2
SERVICES

Although special education directors are fairly confident that their programs can help
students reach their individual potential, they are less sure that special education students
will be able to meet the standards. They are fairly comfortable with plans for
accommodations. As with most of the other groups surveyed, special education directors
are concerned about adequate support services.
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SUPERINTENDENTS, HIGHEST AND LOWEST RATED ITEMS

TR R -
PLANNING il

3.5 4

-
-
]
N
N
o
w

TEACHERS HAVE HAD OTL

SKILLS NEEDED 29
GOOD DATA FCR DECISION- | 2b
MAKING |2
PROGRESS REPORTED BY 28
STATE STANDARDS |2

L

TEACHERS SUPPORT ED. 28
REFORM :

RESOURCES ADEQUATE, 2
STUDENTS TO STANDARDS —

RESOURCES ADEQUATE,
STUDENT PROBLEMS

P . 2
TEACHERS EVALUATE 2.2
work systavoaros | ERREEEEE
TIME FOR
PLANNING/COLLABORATION

:|
N
£

More than 65% of the state’s 296 superintendents returned a survey. Overall,
superintendents gave slightly lower ratings than other groups on all items; no
item as rated above 2.9.

The majority saw data being used effectively and that teachers were by in large
trained in and supportive of education reform. Superintendents were the only
group to give a relatively high rating to “progress reported by state standards.”
The biggest concerns of superintendents were around resources to provide the
student support needed.

There were no meaningful differences based on district sizes.
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SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENTS, MEAN RATINGS OF SURVEY ITEMS

SCHOOL BOARD SUPPORTS ED REFORM 3.1

POLICIES PROVIDE OTL THE EALRs 3.1

TEACHERS HAVE HAD OTL SKILLS NEEDED

TEST DATA USED FOR INST. PLANNING

TEACHERS USE EFFECTIVE INST. STRATEGIES

GOOD DATA FCR DECISION-MAKING ‘i

TEACHERS SUPPORT ED REFORM 29
STUDENTS AWARE OF COM REQUIREMENTS o a7
PROGRESS REPORTED BY STATE STANDARDS 2.6
RESOURCES ADEQUATE, CURRICULUM 2.6

PARENTS AWARE OF COM REQUIREMENTS

RESOURCES ADEQUATE, PROF. DEVELOPMENT

RESOURCES ADEQUATE, STUDENT PROBLEMS

On the whole, School Board Presidents support education reform and feel that
their districts have the policies in place to support students’ opportunities to learn.

They are less sure about resources being adequate for the job. The single
largest concern centers around resources to support students whose
social/emotional/physical problems interfere with their opportunity to learn.

86



SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENTS, ITEMS WITH DIFFERENCES, BY DISTRICT SIZE

TEACHERS HAVE HAD
OTL SKILLS NEEDED

PROGRESS
REPORTED BY STATE
STANDARDS

SCHOOL BOARD
SUPPORTS ED
REFORM

GOOD DATA FOR
DECISION-MAKING

PARENTS AWARE OF
COM REQUIREMENTS

m SMALL
o MEDIUM
o LARGE

The presidents from large districts (10,000 or more students) had a more positive outlook
on their districts’ progress in education reform than their counterparts in medium and

small districts.
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PARENTS - SUMMARY OF RESPONSES

IN PERCENTAGES
N = 1062
NOTIFICATION:
1. Have you heard about the Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) taken by fourth,
seventh, and tenth graders?
A) Yes =96 B) No=4
I have learned about the WASL from:
YES NO
NOTIFICATION
2. My children 76 24
3. School Staff 78 22
4. Friends 52 48
5. Newspapers 55 45
6. TV/Radio 35 65
7. School Publications 81 19
8. Are you aware that under current law, passing all four areas (reading, writing, math, listening) of
the high school WASL will be required for a Certificate of Mastery and high school graduation?
A) Yes =73 B) No =27
9. What will be the first school class to be affected by this requirement?

A) Don’t Know =52

B) Class of 2005 (now sophomores)= 11
C) Class of 2006 (now 9" graders) = 6
D) Class of 2007 (now 8™ graders) = 5
E) Class of 2008 (now 7™ graders) = 26

10. Are you familiar with the standards your child will have to meet?
A) Yes =27 B) No =27 O Somewhat = 45

11. Have you been told about your child’s progress toward meeting the state standards measured on
the WASL?

A) Yes, regularly = 17
B) Yes, but only after he/she took the WASL = 44
O) No, I haven’t been told = 38




What does your child’s school or district offer in the way of:

YES NO DON’T KNOW
STUDENT SUPPORT
12. Extra help 46 7 48
13. Individual help from teacher 35 13 52
14. Special classes 26 15 59
15. After school 27 15 58
16. Summer school 41 10 49
MOTIVATION:
17. Do you think the knowledge and skills tested by the WASL are important for your child(ren)’s
future?

A) Yes =57 B) No =23 O Don’t Know =21



(96)

(81)
(66)
(42)
(28)
(24)
(24)

(22)

(18)

(16)

(15)

(9)

(7)

(6)

(6)

(5)

(5)

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS MADE ON PARENT SURVEY

(Number of Times Mentioned)

Too much attention on WASL, teaching to the test, too much pressure on
students and teachers.

Passing the WASL should not be required for high school graduation.
WASL is an inaccurate/incomplete measure of students’ skills and what’s taught.
Need more information about the WASL.

Extra help very limited.

Need provision for students who don’t test well.

WASL is a useful test.

Kids are different—one size doesn't fit all.

Keep standards high/make diplomas mean something.

Concerns about special needs students

Improve teaching/make teachers accountable

WASL scoring is unreliable.

Survey waste of money/flawed

Standards are too difficult

WASL redundant/ITBS a better test

Kids and parents need to be told what to work on.

WASL useful for focusing instruction

Thanks for the survey.
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(4)  Against school reform

(4) Dropouts will increase

(8)  WASL good for system accountability.

(8)  WASL is culturally biased.

(8)  State Board members should take WASL.

(3) There is also a need for accelerated programs.
(2) Motivating students a problem

(1)  Consider two diplomas

(1) School resources inadequate

(1)  Child well prepared for WASL

The counts above are duplicated; many parents made 2 or 3 comments.
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S
I PARENTS, PERCENT WITH POSITIVE OR PARTIALLY POSITIVE RESPONSES, SELECTED
ITEMS

| HEARD ABOUT WASL

AWARE OF COM
REQUIREMENTS

FAMILIAR WITH
STANDARDS

TOLD OF CHILD'S
PROGRESS

WASL SKILLS
IMPORTANT

A remarkable 1062 parents returned surveys. The respondents are, on the whole, fairly
familiar with the WASL, the standards and the CoM requirements. They have gotten most
of their information from their children, school staff members and school publications.
There is, however, a good deal of uncertainty about the WASL and the CoM, as reflected
in the comments.
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PERCENT OF STUDENTS REPORTING THEY DD THEIR 'BEST WORK" ON THE WASL, BY GRADE
LEVEL

GRADE 5 GRADE 8 GRACE 11

Although nearly all the 5™ graders reported that they did their “best work” on the WASL,
fewer than half of the 11™ graders said they had.

Middle schoolers were, not surprisingly, in the middle.
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s

DEGREE TO WHICH EALRs ARE TARGETED IN INSTRUCTION, TEACHER AND PRINCIPAL
RATINGS, BY LEVEL

)

EALRs TARGETED IN 2.7
READING INSTRUCTION 3.1

EALRs TARGETED IN
MATH INSTRUCTION

vﬁg’;ﬁgf’\vl‘;gs{ligg” A 29
s
] 3.2

—

2.7
2.6

EALRs TARGETED IN

3.1
LISTENING INSTRUCTION

0 ELEMENTARY TEACHERS O ELEMENTARY PRINCIPALS @ MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHERS
® MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPALS m HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS 8 HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

#

This chart illustrates a number of findings about curriculum alignment:
o There is general agreement between teachers and principals as to the degree EALRs
are targeted in instruction, especially at the elementary level.

 The attention paid to reading, math and writing EALRs is substantially greater at the
elementary level.

e The listening EALRs receive less attention at the elementary level.

Teacher ratings for math at the secondary level are low because the average includes
many non-math teachers.
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TEACHER AND PRINCIPAL RATINGS ON SELECTEDITEMS, BY LEVEL

35

0 05 1 15 2 25
. . . . —
s Aot 23
27
PROGRESS REPORTED 22
BY BENCHMARKS '
24
] 26
TEACHERS EVALUATE
WORK BY STANDARDS
] 26
RESOURCES FOR 22
STUDENT PROBLEMS 24
23
21
7 s 2
TEACHERS SUPPORTED 238
REFORM 29
27
e — 28
% ELEMENTARY TEACHERS O ELEMENTARY PRINCPALS ® MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHERS
O MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCPALS _ m HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS = HIGH SCHOOL PRINCPALS

These items also reflect general agreement between teachers and principals. The
number of teachers using the standards to evaluate and report student progress is

minimal at all levels but more common in elementary schools.

Teachers at all levels support education reform to approximately the same degree

(“mostly”).

95




"COMPLETELY"

PERCENT RESPONDING THAT TEACHERS SUPPORT EDUCATION REFORM "MOSTLY" OR

ASSESSMENT
COORDINATORS

COUNSELORS

CURRICULUM
DIRECTORS

SUPERINTENDENTS

ELEMENTARY TEACHERS

ELEMENTARY
PRINCIPALS

MIDDLE SCHOOL
TEACHERS

MIDDLE SCHOOL
PRINCIPALS

HIGH SCHOOL
TEACHERS

HIGH SCHOOL
PRINCIPALS

10

20

30 40 50 60

70

80

90

65

74

69

61

74

Staff members generally agree that teachers support education reform. Support seems
to be the highest at the elementary level, lowest at high school. Principals see teachers
as being more supportive of education reform than the teachers see each other.
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WEIGHTED AVERAGES FOR STUDENTS NEEDING EXTRA HELP TO MEET THE
STANDARDS, STAFF PERCEPTIONS

60

PERCENT NEEDING
EXTRA HEL.P OUTSIDE OF
CLASS

PERCENT BEING
ADEQUATELY SERVED

B ELEMENTARY TEACHERS B ELEMENTARY PRINCIPALS O MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHERS
O MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPALS B HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS B HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
B CURRICULUM DIRECTORS B SUPERINTENDENTS

Staff members taking the surveys were asked to estimate the percentage of their
students who would need extra help, outside of class, to meet the standards.
The estimates were markedly consistent: about 40% of the elementary students
and 48% of the secondary students.

They then estimated the percentage of those students who were being
adequately served. At all levels this was somewhat less than a third.

97



PERCENT OF THE STUDENT POPULATION NEEDING HELP NOT CURRENTLY BEING

SERVED
40
35
30
25
20
15 -
10
5
0 A
ELEMENTARY MIDDLE SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM
TEACHERS TEACHERS TEACHERS DIRECTORS

Using the data displayed on the previous page, an estimate can be made of the number of
students needing extra help who are (as of October 2002) not being adequately served.

Elementary staff report a slightly lower percentage of students, probably reflecting the
concentration of student support programs in the elementary grades.
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PERCENT RESPONDING THAT RESOURCES ARE MOSTLY OR COMPLETELY
SUFFICIENT FOR MOST STUDENTS TO REACH THE STANDARDS

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

ASSESSMENT
COORDINATORS

COUNSELORS J 37

CURRICULUM
DIRECTORS

SUPERINTENDENTS

ELEMENTARY TEACHERS

ELEMENTARY
PRINCIPALS

MIDDLE SCHOOL
TEACHERS

MIDDLE SCHOOL
PRINCIPALS

HIGH SCHOOL
TEACHERS

HIGH SCHOOL
PRINCIPALS

Less than half of the members of the central office groups see current resources as being
sufficient to bring most students to the standards. Only about a fourth of the
superintendents thought resources were sufficient. Teachers at all levels rated the
sufficiency of resources higher than central office staff or principals.
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